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endeavour, was one of the roost calamitous events that could

at  this time  have happened.    Lord  Camden was  not  blind

to its probable effects.    Scarcely any other event, he wrote to

Portland, could have been so calculated c to shake his Majesty's

interest in Ireland/ and he strongly urged that, as Abercromby

could not be induced to withdraw his resignation, he should be

,t once replaced by a very good general, as c the nature of the

government is now become so military, that it is absolutely

issential  that  an officer  of the  most  approved  ability  and

3xperience should be sent to this kingdom.3 l

Abercromby, though he refused to withdraw his resignation,
spoke with great personal warmth and respect of Lord Camden,
and consented, before leaving the country, to revoke the chief
|3art of his general orders, and Hmself to go, armed with the
full powers of martial law, to quell certain disturbances which
had broken out in some counties of Leinster and Munster. The
little town of Cahir, in Tipperary, had been occupied at noon-
day by a party of armed and mounted rebels, numbering, accord7
ing to the Lord Lieutenant, 1,000,2 and, according to the
lowest estimate, at least 300 men, and they had proceeded
systematically to disarm the inhabitants, and had carried away
more than 100 stand of arms. Great robberies of arms were
taking place in the county Kildare. Lord Clare, in a letter
burning with hatred of Abercromby, declared that the whole
province of Munster, and many of the counties of Leinster, were
in a complete state of anarchy, if not of open rebellion ; that the
system of robbery was rapidly extending, and that the gentry
over large districts had universally fled for refuge to the towns.
'Under these circumstances,' he said, 'Lord Camden was
obliged to issue a peremptory command to'Sir Kalph, to revoke
his general order, and to give immediate directions to the
troops to reduce the rebels, for which desirable purpose he has
been invested with full discretionary powers.' Abercromby had
undertaken to put down the disturbances in a fortnight, and Clare
wrote that if he did not do so, the King should disgrace him.3

1 Camden to Portland, March 26,          2 Camden to Portland, March 30,

1798.    Cornwallis  wrote   two   days     1798.

later: * For your private ear, Abe'r-          3 Auckland   Correspondence*   iii.

cromby is coming from Ireland.   He     395-397.    Cooke wrote very signifi-

has been exceedingly wrong-headed.'     cantly: * Sir Ralph ... is gone into

(Cornwallis Correspondence, ii. 333.)       Munster with full martial law powers